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Maximo
Elementary School

TARPON SPRINGS – Annie Doris Dabbs
remembers when the road separating the allBlack Rose Cemetery from the then all-white
Cycadia Cemetery was “just a dirt road.” In the
play “This Blessed Plot, This Earth” (written
by Elizabeth Indianos), Dabbs, played by
Leigh Davis, was quoted from interviews done
with the playwright:
“Jasmine Road was just a dirt road between
a 30-acre -white cemetery on one side, and
three acres deeded to us on the other side…
though we never had funds to maintain it, no

Jake-ann Jones

Bishop Corletta Vaughn

The revolutionary Get the
life of
community to
Florence Tate
Pentecost!
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Florence Tate, pioneer journalist, civil rights activist, and survivor of clinical depression, had quite a life
story to tell. Luckily, she leaves behind a
memoir, co-written with Jake-Ann Jones,
which documents her rich life.
Jones discussed the book “Sometimes
Farmgirls Become Revolutionaries: Florence
Tate on Black Power, Black Politics, Depression and the FBI” at Tombolo Books on Feb
22. Jones has taught at several universities, is
the managing editor of The Weekly Challenger,
a playwright, and a screenwriter.
Moderating the event was Dr. Brittany Peters, a licensed clinical social worker

ST. PETERSBURG – Bishop Corletta
Vaughn is back by popular demand with the
Campmeeting School of the Holy Spirit. Last
December, Vaughn and her Go Tell It Ministry, Inc. had such a large turnout in Childs
Park that she felt the need to come back.
“We had a lot of people that came from
the Childs Park community, a lot of children.
Oh, we must have almost 200 kids. And we
went canvassing door to door.”
Headquartered in Detroit, the Go Tell It
Ministry, Inc. is an international multi- denominational
evangelistic
ministry
with churches and partners worldwide. Included in the ministry are Baptists, Catholics,
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Anaiah Berry

Anaiah Berry:
The next Flo-Jo
BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
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CHURCH NEWS
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Twelve-year-old
Anaiah Berry said she knew by age 7 that
she had something special, and her parents
knew it too. The sixth-grader at Admiral
Farragut Academy fell in love with track
and field when she was just 4 years old. Her
mom, Kristina Berry, said that was about
the time she realized that running seemed
to come naturally to Anaiah.
“We noticed that she had no trouble
keeping up with the older kids,” Kristina
Berry said. “And she had pretty nice form,
running without any previous training.”
Her father, Nicholas Berry, said that
once she started in the sport, they realized
that while she may have been young, she
was determined.
“Even though she was one of the
See ANAIAH, page 10

Gwendolyn Reese

Personal Care Attendant
Alica Cosby, left, and Recreational
Therapy Assistant Una Jenkins

Dissecting the
Structural Racism Suncoast PACE
committed to
Study
helping Pinellas
seniors stay safe
at home
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Last month’s installment of Community Conversations —
a partnership between the African American Heritage Association and Tombolo
Books — welcomed members of the Structural Racism Study commissioned by the
City of St. Petersburg.
The study’s main goals were to provide
a historical overview and current data
trends that illustrate how structural racism
affects aspects of Black lives and communities in St. Pete. Another goal was to identify additional facets of structural racism
impacting the Black residents and communities. The committee then made key rec-

BY KAREN DAVIS-PRITCHETT M.ED.
Empath Health Vice President of Access and Inclusion

PINELLAS COUNTY – Una Jenkins and
Alicia Cosby are dedicated employees of Suncoast PACE (Program of All-Inclusive Care for
the Elderly). They also have first-hand knowledge of what PACE means to the program’s
participants who remain safe at home.

See DISCUSSION, page 5

See PACE, page 3
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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City of St. Petersburg seeks Community
Benefits Advisory Committee members
ST. PETERSBURG –
In 2021, the city council
approved the Community
Benefits Agreement program as a significant step
toward more equitable
economic growth. It creates a process that considers the social and
community impact of
major development plans.
Last week, the city
launched the program by
requesting applications
for the newly created
Community Benefits Advisory
Committee
(CBAC) — a non-partisan
board that advises the
mayor, city council, and
the citizens of St. Pete on
implementation of the
City’s Community Benefits Agreement Program.
The committee is
made up of four standing
members who will consult
on all Community Benefits Agreement projects,
as well as four ad-hoc
members chosen on a
project-by-project basis
from neighboring areas
within one mile of the

project site. Two of the
standing member appointments are made by the
mayor and two by city
council. Members serve
no more than two threeyear terms. Additionally,
one city council member
is selected by the council
for each project.
The CBAC’s duties include:
Convene meetings in
neighborhoods affected
by a development project
to solicit input that will
help guide the creation of
Community
Benefits
Agreement
Make recommendations to city council on
Community
Benefits
Agreement that are based
on project impact reports
and neighborhood meetings
Make recommendations to city council on a
development agreement
Provide ongoing advice and recommendations on the program and
process, including how to
best measure community

impact and assure compliance
The CBAC will convene for at least four
meetings when reviewing
a project, twice in the
neighborhood(s) most affected by the project to
hear community input
and twice to recommend
preliminary and final community benefit packages
to city council for approval.
Interested St. Pete residents and business owners are encouraged to
apply
by
visiting
stpete.org/CBAC. Applications are due March
30.
“Intentional equity is
one of my administration’s top pillars, and that
includes equitable economic development,” said
St. Petersburg Mayor Ken
Welch. “The Community
Benefits Agreement program allows the city to
grow while still improving
quality of life for all St.
Pete residents. The flexibility allows developers to

continue operating successfully in the city while
identifying ways to benefit
the community in sustainable ways. It’s a winning
strategy for everyone involved.”
St. Petersburg City
Councilmember Deborah
Figgs-Sanders
added:
“For years, our great city
has witnessed development in St. Petersburg
but has not necessarily included local contractors
and developers with accommodations and access
to engage in our development boom. I’d like to
thank my colleagues on
council as well as the numerous residents and
stakeholders who acknowledged this need and
for this commitment to finally see movement and
make it happen.”
The Community Benefits program requires developers
to
provide
community benefits for
projects that receive public assistance greater than
20 percent of the overall

construction cost for projects valued at more than
$2 million, or $10 million
in public assistance.
When a developer’s
project exceeds those
thresholds, they must
provide some benefit to
the community, including
but not limited to:
• Provide affordable
or workforce housing
• Hire construction
contractors certified as
Small Business Enterprises or Minority Business Enterprises
• Use building components that exceed minimum
energy
performance standards,
such as LEED certification or Energy Star

appoint teachers that will
speak (scratch) to what
their itch (desire) dictates.
Some in the Church
that have been persuaded
not to sit under sound Bible
teaching that will awaken
them. More pulpit time is
devoted to storytelling,
jokes and illustrations (stories- fables and myths) than
the exposition of the word.
The sheep’s diet consists
more of entertainment,
with music, skits and
dances with sermons that
are like drinking warm milk
that will only help them go
to sleep.
But didn’t Jesus teach
numerous of stories? Jesus
only started to speak stories and parables because
the nation of Israel rejected
him as the Messiah. He did
not start off his ministry
with stories but with explaining the meaning of the
Scripture from which they
had strayed from. He often
stated “have you not read,”
“it is written,” “For I say to
you,” etc. Once Israel’s
leadership had blasphemed
the Holy Spirit Jesus would
almost always have a parable to accompany His
teaching. It was not a good
thing but a judgment in

which He hid the spiritual
meaning of the story from
those who did not have ears
to hear and made it more
clear to those who were following the truth.
Of course Bible verses
are still used in these sermons (mostly principles),
but these are an added content to a message that is not
based on or out of the Scripture. This changes the
whole substance of the
message. The more alienated we are to Scripture
teaching of verse upon
verse the more we become
susceptible to trends. We
wait for the newest idea, the
newest method that will
help enhance our spirituality. We are convinced what
worked before does not
work for today. We need
something different, fresh
for our times; the people,
fashions and culture have
changed. New books, new
seminars on the newest
concepts. We are excited
thinking where is God taking the church. The fact is,
it is not God taking us anywhere, He has been pointing to where He has always
been and where He wants
us to be, in the WORD.
Paul wrote to Titus, a

Greek convert who he appointed to set elders in the
churches established in
Crete.
“Holding fast the faithful word as he has been
taught, that he may be able,
by sound doctrine, both to
exhort and convict those
who contradict” (Titus 1:9).
He likewise mentions in
Philippians 2:15-16: “that
you may become blameless
and harmless, children of
God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among
whom you shine as lights in
the world, holding fast the
word of life, so that I may
rejoice in the day of Christ
that I have not run in vain or
labored in vain.”
Holding fast the word is
someone who is Bible
based, sound in his understanding of what the Scripture says and does not say.
He understands what God
has said as God’s word is
living and active today just
as it was when it was spoken or written.
“As he has been taught”
the Greek means “According to the teaching.” Meaning they received the truth
for some time and are
trained up in it. There are

• Contribute to historic building renovation
• Construct public
parking
• Fund assistance to
the city’s recycling program or waterway nourishment
• Contribute to Pinellas County Schools
The appropriate community benefits package a
developer must provide is
determined through the
work of the CBA Advisory
Board in collaboration
with the impacted community through engagement and community
meetings. The package is
part of the final development term agreement approved by city council.

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
Just in case didn’t know
and want to join us for virtual services, send me a
friend invite on Facebook to
“Robert Bob Harrison” and
look forward to some of the
same fire I write but Live
and in color. I provide a
teaching ministry that offers opportunity to participate and even ask
questions while service is
in. I know it’s a concept you
probably never heard of or
thought it could be done
but it is and we do it weekly,
Tuesday and Thursday
nights at 7:00pm and Sundays at 5:00pm. We would
love to have you.
We were warned 2,000
years ago.
What is new from the
pulpit has become more
important than expositional
teaching on what God has
written. Because of this emphasis, many do not know
how to identify error, nor
have a clue on what to do
about it. Because of this
lack of conveying doctrine
to the assembly, we also
find people that believe they
can be Christian without
the confines of doctrine.
They like the moral teaching and higher ethics Jesus

offers, they will emulate
Jesus but they do not find it
necessary to do it by the
book. Jesus becomes their
mentor and helps reinforce
their views of what they
think is right in life.
Paul wrote to young
Timothy who was trained
in the Jewish Scriptures
since his youth. 2 Timothy
4:3-5: “For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables. But
you be watchful in all
things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
Paul spoke prophetically bout that that “time”
which should be apparent
to all has come. They “will
not endure sound doctrine.” They will NOT put
up with those who teach
correctly. Why? Because
they have a need to scratch
their ears with something
new (like the Greek
philosophers on Mars Hill).
They intentionally turn
from hearing the truth and
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some people that know the
truth, but need encouragement to continue in it, others are ignorant and
unintentionally oppose it.
Then there are some who
intentionally align themselves AGAINST the truth
with full knowledge they
are not esteeming God’s
written word.
Titus is told, “Exhort”
(convict)- who? Those who
contradict the word- the
gainsayers (v.10). They are
to actively refute the objections and defend the truth.
If you are firm in your
belief of the doctrines of the
Christian faith, you can be
relied on to maintain and
defend those doctrines. You
can be expected to withstand those in opposition
because you have become
familiar and digested the
faithful word.
Before I do I want to
give you a few warm up
scriptures that will help to
bring this key one to
light.Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Till next week,
God Bless.
Bishop Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, Jr.
Aka Bishop Buzzkill
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Carlus L. Mitchell goes home
ST. PETERSBURG –
Carlus L. Mitchell, “Los,”
went to be with his Heavenly Father on Wednesday, March 2, 2022. Born
Feb. 2, 1983, he was 39
years old.
Mitchell was a longtime member of the Tenth
Street Church of God and
graduated from St. Petersburg High School in 2001.
He was very intelligent,
receiving three different
scholarships from the National Science Foundation
Awards, Gold Seal, and
Gateway Scholarship.
He attended St. Petersburg College, majoring in
computer networking and
cyber security with a
minor in business administration. He worked as a
material handler III and
warehouse associate for
various companies.
Mitchell was a hard
worker and a dedicated
volunteer in the community. He was a loving
brother, son, nephew,
grandson, and friend with

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE OF
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is in receipt of an offer from Bama Sea Products to purchase City-owned property generally located at 2586 8th Avenue South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712, Legal Description: Lot 16, Prather’s Third Royal, Parcel ID#26-31-1672900-000-0160. The property is located within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area. A copy of the offer can be obtained from the City of St. Petersburg,
Municipal Services Center, Real Estate & Property Management Department, 9th Floor,
One - 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 or on the City’s website:
www.stpete.org/realestate.

a giving heart, quick to
forgive.
What a great friend to
have. Mitchell will be
greatly missed and loved
beyond measure. He is
survived by his mother,
Teresa Mitchell, sisters
Shalonda, Tracey Hibbert,
Pam Johns, and brothers
Shannon (Erika Seemangal-Singh), Christopher

Craft, Carlton Jones, Jermaine Fowler, and Corey
Small. He also left behind
a host of nieces, nephews,
aunts, uncles, and cousins
to cherish his memory.
The viewing is Friday,
March 18, from 3-7 p.m. at
Lawson Funeral Home,
4535 Central Ave, St. Petersburg. Masks are
mandatory to enter.

Suncoast PACE committed to helping Pinellas
seniors stay safe at home
PACE, from front page

Cosby, a personal care
attendant who has been
with Suncoast PACE for
nearly 10 years, was the primary caregiver for her
grandmother, Jessie Lee
Wilson. PACE allowed
Cosby to keep working for
Suncoast while her grandmother got the assistance
she needed, including delivering meals and trips to
medical
appointments.
Jenkins’ sister, Joann Norfleet, also was a PACE participant.
“They are able to stay
in their home because we
provide those services,”
Cosby said of the participants she visits in the field.
“That’s a big thing compared to being in a nursing
home. And their caregiver
also. If the participant lives
with their daughter or son,
they are still able to go to
work.”
Suncoast PACE, a
member
of
Empath
Health, is a nonprofit
provider of healthcare and
support services to Pinellas County seniors with
chronic health conditions.
The focus of PACE is to
help participants remain
healthy and independent
while living in their homes.
Services include primary care, therapies,
skilled care, social and
emotional support, and
daycare at our Suncoast

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2022

PACE Day Center and
Medical Clinic. Also, inhome care and support
and transportation to and
from Suncoast PACE or
other PACE-approved specialists.
PACE currently serves
325 seniors in Pinellas
County. To be eligible, a
prospective PACE participant must be age 55 or
older, certified by the state
to need nursing home level
of care, a Pinellas County
resident and able to continue to live at home without jeopardizing health or
safety.
Services are covered at
100 percent for those with
both Medicare and Medicaid. There is a fee for participants who are not
Medicaid eligible, and private pay also is available.
“A lot of them would be
home alone all day,” Jenkins said of the Adult Day
Center attendees. “They
can come in and socialize
and even get a meal. We
offer lunch and a light
breakfast, a snack. They
can get out and see what’s
really going on. It’s a very
helpful, unique program.
They get delivered meals
free and medical care.
They don’t have to worry
about anything.”
Jenkins is the recreational therapy assistant at
the Adult Day Care Center.

She plans and oversees activities and helps run the
center day-to-day. Jenkins
said bingo and macrame
are the most popular activities, but there are special
events planned every day
based on upcoming holidays or the seasons, chair
yoga, and Wii bowling and
dances. An outdoor area
features gardening activities, and a place for relaxation is also available.
Jenkins and Cosby
both say they receive
tremendous gratification
from helping Pinellas
County’s elderly residents
enjoy a good quality of life
in the place they’re most
comfortable.
Suncoast
PACE demonstrates Empath Health’s commitment
to providing complete life
care for the communities it
serves.
“I just love working for
PACE,” Cosby said. “It’s
not like a job for me. When
I get up in the morning, I’m
going somewhere where I
know I will be appreciated.
If it’s not from my co-workers, it’s from my participants that I take care of.
People always say thank
you.”
For more information
on Suncoast PACE and its
services available to Pinellas seniors, please call
(727) 289-0062 or visit SuncoastPACE.org.

Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380, that the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is
inviting any alternative proposals from private developers, or any persons, interested in
providing an alternative proposal undertaking the lease, purchase, or development of the
site. Proposals must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. (ET), April 6, 2022, to City
of St. Petersburg, Real Estate & Property Management, Municipal Services Center, One
– 4th Street North, 9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. Preferred method of proposal
delivery is via email to Dennis Weber, Real Estate Coordinator, at
dennis.weber@stpete.org. Proposals received after the specified time and date for any
reason will NOT be considered.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may accept
such alternative proposal as it deems to be in the public interest.

CITY OF LARGO
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
HOUSING PROGRAMS
The City of Largo currently has $664,000 available in grant and program income funding through
the State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program, $851,000 in funding available through
from the Home Investment Partnership (HOME) Program, and $474,000 in funding available
through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program for housing programs. Additional funding may be available if the City receives additional grant and/or program income is
received for these programs.
The City's Local Housing Assistance Plan includes assistance strategies designed to increase homeownership opportunities and expand and preserve the housing stock.
SHIP funding is available from grant years 2018-2019, 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022. Application periods have previously been noticed for these funds. The prior application expiration
for 2018-2019 funding has been extended until all funds are awarded. Application for funding
under the other grant years remain open until all funds have been awarded, with closeout of 20212022 by June 30, 2024. HOME funding is available for the Home Rehabilitation Program and
Downpayment Assistance Program from grant years 2019-2020, 2020-2021, and 2021-2022 through
until funds are fully awarded. CDBG funding is available for the Affordable Housing Development
Program and Home Rehabilitation Program on an ongoing basis.
The Home Rehabilitation Program (SHIP, CDBG, HOME funds) provides 0% interest rehabilitation loans for income-eligible homeowners. Eligible improvements under the strategy include correction of code violations, energy conservation improvements, and accessibility modifications. This
program assists very-low, low-, and moderate-income households. Due to supply chain delays,
some repair items may not be available, and the types of repairs may be limited in scope. Applications submitted through the Homeowner Rehabilitation Program will be evaluated to determine
if the extent of repairs needed would qualify for the City’s Housing Replacement Program. The
Housing Replacement Program is only available for very-low and low-income households.
The Downpayment Assistance Program (HOME, SHIP funds) is designed to provide downpayment
and closing cost assistance to very-low, low-, moderate-income and 121-140% median income
households to make homeownership a reality. The program helps residents become first-time
homeowners through a 0% interest deferred payment loan to assist with downpayment and closing
costs.
The Affordable Housing Development Program (CDBG, SHIP funds) provides incentives to private
and non-profit developers in the preservation and creation of affordable rental or owner-occupied
housing units. This program also assists very-low, low, and moderate-income households with
purchase of the owner-occupied housing units through providing downpayment assistance.
Homebuyer Education and Housing Counseling is provided to assist households with preparing
them for first-time homeownership. Education and counseling is available to very-low, low-, and
moderate-income households.
For further information or to apply, contact Jodie White, City of Largo Community Development
Department, PO Box 296, Largo, Florida 33779-0296, housing@largo.com or (727) 586-7489, extension 7314. The Community Development Department is open weekdays from 8:00 AM – 5:00
PM. Please contact the Housing Division to set an appointment if assistance is needed for applying.
Additional information on these programs can be found online at: www.largo.com/housing. More
information is also available at www.largo.com/housing or scan QR code:
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South side’s Salt Creek,
Finding spiritual shelter from
environment, gentrification, mental health struggles
race on display at USF
March 28-31

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Through photos, spoken
word, and sound, four
artists will weave together
an evening that examines
the Salt Creek area during
“Take Me To The
Water(s),” an exhibit at
Harbor Hall Gallery at
USF, 1000 Third St. S,
March 28-31, from 3-7
p.m.
Featuring the work of
four creators from the
Friends of Salt Creek
Summer Artists in Resi-

Saudade Toxosi

dence, a program sponsored by the Tampa Bay
Estuary Project, the work
considers the environment and ecology, urban
development, community,
gentrification, and race
and class issues that surround the Salt Creek area.
The exhibit includes
the work of Saudade Toxosi
(photography),
Thomas Hallock (historic
journalism), Sabrina Dalla
Valle (oral narrative sound
art), and Geveryl Robinson (spoken word) and
was curated by Toxosi.
The artist residency took
place at the Frank Pierce
Recreation Center located
in Bartlett Park, a 133-acre
green space that Salt
Creek flows through,
which is also a shoreline
fishing location and sits
adjacent to St. Petersburg
Tennis Center.
Sound artist Sabrina
Dalla Valle, a resident of
the Old Southeast neighborhood, shared that she
has spent much time over
See WATER, page 14

LUTZ — “I suddenly
experienced an overwhelming fear that I was
going to die.” At 36, Joseph
Lal of Lutz felt he was too
young to have a heart attack.
Lal explained that he
“thought a panic attack was
just an expression, something characters on sitcoms say when they’re
facing a comically stressful
situation.” He said he
“imagined a laugh-track
playing as the character
starts breathing into a
brown paper bag to avoid
hyperventilating.”
But the attack was no
laughing matter. “I felt anxiety and dread, as well as
pressure in my head,
numbness in both hands,
and physical pain in my
chest.”
Such mental and emotional distress haunts millions. A recent government
survey showed a doubling
since 2019 in the proportion of Americans reporting anxiety or depressive
disorder symptoms, and
the COVID pandemic increased the number turning to unhealthy coping
mechanisms, such as alcohol and substance abuse.
As one of the some 8
million in the United States
who struggle with posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), Gloria Acosta
knew she needed comfort
even if there is no cure.
While an arduous journey towards sobriety
through a veterans’ program helped her get stabilized and settled in her own
apartment in Los Angeles,
her journey stopped short
of providing peace of mind.
“There was this constant fear,” recalled the 68-

year-old. “I nailed the windows shut, put extra locks
on the door, kept the blinds
closed.”
Then one Saturday, a
ray of sunshine knocked at
her door. It was Elizabeth,
a 12-year-old in yellow ruffles, whose innocence and
boundless enthusiasm for
the Bible message she was
sharing disarmed Acosta.
Acosta started studying
the Bible with Elizabeth,
accompanied by others in
the girl’s congregation of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. After
years of fighting for her life
on the streets, the faith
Acosta was gaining and the
warm support of fellow believers gradually had an
emotionally healing effect
on her.
“I started feeling safe in
my own surroundings,”
said Acosta. “I felt happy,
which I had never felt before.”
Since becoming one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in August 2020, she’s removed
all the extra locks on her
doors. Warm sunlight
floods through her windows as she sits at her
desk to join congregation
meetings on a virtual platform since the pandemic
started.
While her PTSD still
causes sleepless nights,
she expressed feeling at
peace with God and herself. “I don’t have to be all
those things that I thought
I had to be to survive in
life,” she said. “I can just be
Gloria.”
Gloria’s transformation
is no isolated phenomenon. Faith and the support
of a congregation have
helped many others turn
the corner in their recovery.

Joseph Lal
“While the Bible does
not indicate that spirituality
cures medical problems,
many have derived comfort and strength from
what the Bible teaches and
the practical guidance it
provides,” said Robert
Hendriks, U.S. spokesman
for Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Hope, support and positive coping skills aid mental health—whether these
are built up by professional
or faith-based sources,
noted
Dr.
Lawrence
Onoda, a clinical psychologist based in Mission Hills,
Calif.
Even those with serious mental health conditions may find some
aspects of religious participation help them cope with
their symptoms, he said.
This was true for Lal,
who noted two factors that
helped him–prayer and
professional help. While
he’s convinced that God listens to his prayers, and
that knowledge provides
comfort, Lal also acknowledges that “prayer alone

doesn’t necessarily equate
to the miraculous cancellation of all my problems.”
He stated that the
“most valuable medicine I
received from the doctor
were her words of reassurance that I was OK. I tried
to keep some variation of
the following thought in
my head whenever I had
subsequent attacks. ‘I’m
OK. This is terrible. But,
this will pass.’”
Months have passed
since Lal has had a panic
attack. “Is the worst behind
me now? I don’t know, but
I believe that the challenges I had last year have
prepared me for what is
ahead. I’m also re-convinced that mental health
issues are genuine health
issues and not something
to take lightly.”
More information on
the activities of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, including resources for coping with
mental illness and emotional distress, can be
found on their official website, www.jw.org.
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St. Pete takes major steps on housing affordability
ST. PETERSBURG –
Earlier this month, excited families were given
the keys to their new
homes in a new affordable apartment community located in downtown
St. Pete.
Residents were able to
start moving into the Delmar 745 project March 9.
Additionally, city council approved an additional
$617,000 in incentives
from the Community Redevelopment Area fund
for an affordable housing
redevelopment loan program with Exact Shell
Dash, LLC to develop 10
single-family homes located at 12th Avenue and
16th Street South, bringing the total incentive to
$1.075 million.
Home sales of the new
properties will be targeted to households earning at or below 80 percent
AMI with a sales price reduced from $239,000 to
$219,000 and an extended
affordability period from
15 years to 30 years.
The maximum qualifying household income for
homes in the project is
$59,040 for a family of
four.
Further, Pinellas

County Commissioners
approved opening $18 million from its portion of
Emergency Rental Assistance funds for St. Petersburg residents. The move
came after St. Pete officials sought more funding
for rental assistance after
distributing nearly all its
$14 million allocations.
The Delmar 745 project was overseen by
mixed-income developer
McCormack
Baron
Salazar at the property located at 745 Delmar Terrace S.
The community is a
newly constructed 12story, 65-unit apartment
community affordable to
working individuals and
families.
Rent is targeted to 30
percent AMI for 33 units
and 60 percent AMI for 32
units. Rents will range
from as low as $200 per
month for one-bedroom
units to as much as $600
for two-bedroom units.
Half of the units (33)
are targeted for individuals and families who are
formerly homeless.
McCormack Baron
Salazar partnered with
Boley Centers to provide
on-site services for those

individuals.
“This project is a perfect example of affordable
housing progress. With
units targeted toward
working-class
families
and the formerly unhoused, this project truly
provides opportunity to
those who need it most,”
said Mayor Ken Welch.
“I’m also pleased to open
the doors to new affordable housing right in our
city’s downtown area,
where residents can live,
work and play without
having to navigate burdensome commutes.”
The complex includes
22 one-bedroom and 43
two-bedroom units.
The walkable community is convenient to transit connections and at the
center of urban life in St.
Petersburg, where residents can work and play
just minutes from where
they live.
The complex was built
to market-rate standards
with stylish floor plans
and several amenities, including:
• Private and secure
parking for residents
• Secure bicycle storage so residents can take
advantage of alternative

transportation
• Energy-efficient appliances
• On site common
areas
• Resident management and leasing offices
• Laundry room, fitness center, and computer
room
• Many apartments
have water views and
views of Tropicana Field
Financial support for

the project came from the
Florida Housing Finance
Corporation,
Pinellas
County, City of St. Petersburg, Housing Finance
Authority of Pinellas
County, private equity
from US Bancorp Community Development Corporation, and private debt
from US Bank.
“Delmar 745 is a shining example of what affordable housing for

working families should
be: stylish finishes, modern amenities, private and
secure parking, bike storage, community space,
and a fitness center,” said
Richard
Baron,
cofounder, and chairman of
McCormack
Baron
Salazar. “Sixty-five families, of which 33 are formerly homeless, can now
call Delmar 745 home!”
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Dissecting the Structural Racism Study
DISCUSSION, from front page

ommendations to the city
based on the findings.
Ruthmae Sears, the
study’s principal investigator & USF professor of
mathematics, said she devoted her time to the
study because she is an
advocate of access and opportunity and believed it
was imperative to do such
a vital project.
“It was painful, it was
memorable, but it was
worth it because it’s for
the greater good,” she
said.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart, former director of
Urban Affairs, served as a
liaison between the city
and the research team.
She believed it was important “not to run from our
history, and to be very intentional
about
the
change that needed to
happen,” adding St. Pete
could be a trailblazer for
cities to invest in such
studies.
Gaskin-Capehar t
pointed out that the study
could not have been done
by government bureaucrats alone, as it would not
have been as comprehensive as it ultimately was.
Rev. Andy Oliver, pastor of Allendale UMC, included findings from the
study in his sermons for
several weeks. He maintained that it is essential
“for us to all know our history” and made sure that
the congregation at his
historically white church
heard excerpts from the
study every week.
Research team member and independent filmmaker Jabaar Edmond
noted that the call for a
study goes back a few
years. He recalled an unnecessarily large police
presence for the 2018
MLK Day Parade, during
which officers demanded
south St. Pete residents
show identification before
entering their neighbor-

hood. Many south side
residents appeared at the
next city council meeting
to voice their displeasure
at such tactics.
“That began a whole
process for advocating for
an African American quality of life study,” he said.
The study, which
began with the Kriseman
administration, should
continue and “transcend”
administrations in the future,
Gaskin-Capehart
said. As for the findings
themselves, Sears said
the Jim Crow laws and
policies that held sway in
the city decades ago were
very detrimental to the
Black community, disenfranchising its members
relative to healthcare,
policing, housing, and job
opportunities, not to mention the harsh realities
such as vagrancy laws
racial terror lynchings
that targeted Black people.
Concerning the legal
system, the disparity of
the arrest records between whites and Blacks
was quite noticeable,
Sears said.
“But it didn’t stop in
the 1910s or 1935,” she
said. “These disparities
also exist in the current
day.”
The records in 2020
and the first three months
of 2021 reveal that except
for reckless driving, the
percentage of defendants
who are Black for each offense exceeds the percentage of the Black
population in St. Pete.
Furthermore, historically
there has been a distinct
lack of representation in
the judiciary, city council,
and school boards.
Access to economic
opportunities would remain exclusively in white
spaces, Sears said, as decisions relative to the
schools, waterfront development, colleges, parks,

Rev. Andy Oliver

Jabaar Edmond

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart

Dr. Ruthmae Sears

beaches, even the famous
green benches would
benefit the white populace.
“The green benches,
they are a symbol of a
part of the history that
was painful, where it was
not for you,” she said, referring to the reality that
for years Blacks were not
allowed to sit on the
benches that lined Central Avenue.
Oliver, who is involved
in community organizing,
maintains that “if we are
doing organizing absent
of our history, then we’re
probably doing organizing that’s going to cause
more harm than actually
repair.” The most powerful part of the study, he
added, are the reparations
that it called for.
“Reparations can be a
third rail for political discussions, but the word
‘reparations’ comes from
the word ‘repair’ — to repair the harm that has
been done, to invest in
communities that have divested from,” he said.
“These are things that we
must all fight for.”
Edmond noted that
reparations are essential,
pointing out that the community “still sits on the
segregated lines of the
‘60s,” so disparities persist
to this day.

“If we don’t repair it,
we’re saying it’s not broken,” Edmond asserted.
“So, I think there’s no real
solution but to start repairing the community.”
Gaskin-Capehar t
noted the current redevelopment plans of Tropicana Field and the former
Gas Plant neighborhood
could be connected to a
plan of reparations and a
reinvestment into Black
communities.
The research team
made recommendations
to the city based on the
findings, among them the
creation of an equity department, which would
help the city move forward in addressing the
issue of inequities within
the city.
“It needs to be a constant commitment,” Sears
said, “because equity is
not an ‘add on,’ it’s an integrated component to ensure that these issues are
addressed. By having this
office under the purview
of the mayor, it allows the
voice to be always in the
conversation.”
Reese said this study
is only the first phase, as
she and the rest of the research team believe this
work must continue.
Sears added that the city
could explore reparations
through policy changes or

financial support, or
structural policies created
— or even modified or
amended — to address
some existing issues.
“This is where that
community conversation
and community voice is
critical to really helping
us think about what is
reparation, and what is
reparation suitable for this
community,” she said.
Reese underscored
that this study was not the
“end-all,” but the beginning and one of the team’s
recommendations was for
the city to provide funding
for even more research.
Gaskin-Capehart
said
there “was so much to unpack” during the initial
phase of research, and yet
there is a much more to
be done.
Oliver agreed that
“this has to be a continued
work and to completely
dismantle systems that
have been put in place before any of us were born,
it’s going to take a really
long time.”
“It’s taken us from
1619 to get here,” Reese
said, “and so it cannot be
solved in one study with
one research team.”
Reese admitted that
the stark findings of structural racism in the city
over the years were difficult for her and traumatiz-

ing. The study came at a
considerable cost, she
said, for people of color
who participated in the
study.
“Black trauma is real,”
she said, adding that putting together the report
was “absolutely needed”
and worth it. The racism
had been embedded in
the city for so long, she
said, that even the Ku
Klux Klan marched in the
Festival of States — the
premier parade in St. Pete
for decades — because
“those beliefs were so
much a part of society.”
Sears acknowledged
that the study was traumatic for her, too, but
stressed that it was worth
it to press on and view the
project positively.
“There is hope for humanity,” she said. “There
are people who are committed to healing. There
are people who are committed to hope for a better
tomorrow. There are people who are really committed to making change
happen.”
A complete version of
“Building Bridges and
Supporting Structural equity in St. Pete” can be obtained
at
stpete.org/racismstudy.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Better Living with Nurse Shar
Results or excuses — you choose
BY SHARLENE EDWARDS, MPH, RN, CIC
Health & Wellness Coach

Success in any endeavor, including health
and wellness, begins with
the thoughts that you want
to achieve something.

Your desire needs to be
strong enough and clearly
defined before you start to
act.
Of course, to successfully get to better health
and well-being, you need
to make the necessary
changes and find ways to

BY SHARLENE EDWARDS, MPH, RN, CIC
HEALTH & WELLNESS COACH

reach your goal. You must
adopt a “NO EXCUSE” attitude and stay focused on
your goals.
Does this sound familiar:
“If I just had more time,
I would be exercising regularly.”
“I tried to eat healthy
today, but my kids wanted
pizza.”
“Every time I plan to
exercise or eat healthy,
something always comes
up.”
“Eating healthy is too
expensive.”
“I got off track today,
so I’ll just wait till Monday.”
“I’ll start after ______
(fill in the blank with any

excuse).”
If we continue to blame
outside factors, we will
continue to get the same
results. Many honestly believe these excuses are totally out of our control,
preventing us from reaching our goals. We think
that something, or someone else, is responsible.
The number one and
most important step to better health and well-being is
to take 100 percent responsibility for your actions,
which means you are fully
responsible for everything
you put into your mouth,
every moment you make,
and every good habit you
adopt. Every decision you

make, you are accountable
for. It may sound harsh,
but it is the truth.
You’ve heard the
phrase, “Be proactive.” It
means more than just taking the initiative. It means
that we have the responsibility (response-ability) for
our own lives. Highly
proactive people don’t
blame others or circumstances for their behavior.
Their behavior is a product
of their own conscious free
choice and free willpower.
Next time you’re faced
with an excuse outside of
you, change the way you
think and develop a strategy to tell yourself that you
can do it. Once you realize

the power, you already
have inside of you, overcoming obstacles will be
easier.
Even the small successes will build your confidence and help you grow.
Self-talk can make us or
break us. Allow your selftalk to help you be proactive toward your health
and wellness goals. You already have inside of you
what it takes to succeed.
Sharlene Edwards, aka
Nurse Shar, is a public
health practitioner and community advocate with a master’s degree in public health
epidemiology. For more blog
posts, visit www.mybetterlivingllc.com.

ing at 7 a.m., numbers grew
to more than a thousand
daily, with people from all
over the world participating.
Soon people were asking for some type of gathering even though they were
uncertain about going to a
church. She prayed about it,
and the Lord to her to “pitch
a tent.”
Last August, the ministry held the first camp
meeting in Detroit constructed a template to take
the show on the road. By
the time December rolled
around, they were in St.
Pete with more than 500 in
attendance. People actually
got on a plane and flew here
for much-needed fellowship.
Vaughn has been in the
ministry for 48 years. She
pastors a church in Detroit
called the Holy Ghost
Cathedral and was consecrated to the bishopric in
1995. Her Go Tell It Min-

istry has preached in 30 nations in its more than 40
years of existence. In that
time, she has seen trends
come and go and tells the
spiritual leaders in her network to be flexible.
“At one point, a small
church was very, very popular. And then, at one point,
the megachurch was very
popular. And now, online is

popular,” said Vaughn. “And
I say to pastors, ministers,
those even in business and
in the marketplace, ‘learning to pivot is important.’
We shouldn’t lose touch
with people simply because
the
delivery
system
changes.”
You may recognize
Vaughn as a female principal in the reality show

“Preachers of Detroit” on
the Oxygen Network. Yes,
that Bishop Vaughn! Not
letting Hollywood go to her
head, she will be under a
tent on Saturday and Sunday in Childs Park, helping
bring souls to God.
To learn more about Go
Tell It Ministry, Inc., visit
GoTellIt.org.

which means “the struggle
continues.”
“All we can do is fight;
that’s all we can do,” Jones
said. “We have to fight the
negativity. We have to fight
the oppression. We have to
fight to protect our children
and to teach our children.”
When Tate expressed
doubt that people would
care enough to read about
her story, as she viewed
herself as a relatively unimportant player in the struggle, Jones had a ready
answer: “Florence, you are
such an inspiration and the
times that we’re coming
into, we need these kinds of
books! I was like, ‘This will
be a guidebook!’ For all the
horrible things that she
went through, she did
amazing things; she had
amazing experiences.”
In 1974, now in her 40s,
Tate traveled to Africa during the Sixth Pan-African
Congress (6PAC) held in
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania.
There she met several Angolan revolutionaries, and
when she returned to the
United States, she threw
her support behind the
Union for the Total Independence
of
Angola
(UNITA), when many of
her fellow activists supported the popular Movement of the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA). This
group went on to govern independent Angola, which
made her persona non
grata among the Black
Power Movement community in this country.
“She basically got blackballed here,” Jones said. “It
was very negative for her
because all of her people
who she had worked with
for 20 years and come up
alongside them in the Civil

Rights Movement, the
American Black Power
Movement, were now
against her.”
In the 1980s, Tate
served as communications
director for Marion Barry
during his first year as the
mayor of Washington, D.C.,
and worked for candidate
Rev. Jesse Jackson as press
secretary when he made a
historic run for the White
House in 1984.
When Jackson referred
to Jews as “Hymies” and to
New York City as “Hymietown” in January 1984 during a conversation with a
Back Washington Post reporter and Barry was sentenced in 1991 for
possession of crack cocaine, both fell out of favor
with the mainstream media
of the time. Tate noted in
the memoir that the press
let loose “with a certain vi-

ciousness that is reserved
for Blacks.”
“‘What happened with
Marion was a blip on the
radar,’ that’s what she
would say,” Jones said of
Tate. “She said, ‘I looked at
his long-term dedication to
the Black cause.’”
After Jackson lost his
bid for the presidency, Tate
was a political communications consultant and active
organizer for political
causes in Washington,
D.C., until she died in 2014.
You can pick up a copy
of “Sometimes Farmgirls
Become Revolutionaries:
Florence Tate on Black
Power, Black Politics, Depression and the FBI” at
Tombolo Books, 2153 First
Ave. S, or on Amazon.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Get the community to Pentecost!
BOARD, from front page

Methodists, Pentecostals,
Anglicans, businesspeople,
teachers, etc. Genesis Worship Center Church is part
of the network here in the
Tampa Bay area.
While here a few
months ago, Vaugh noticed
the community was in need.
She said the Lord told her
to come back and do some
spiritual enrichment in the
area.
Starting this Saturday, a
tent will be pitched at Childs
Park Recreation Center,
where singing and preaching will start at 10 a.m.
“And we have some
men that will teach men; we
have some women that will
teach women. We’re going
to be talking about who is
God, what does that mean,
and how do you relate to
God,” Vaughn said.
She stressed that they
are not trying to push a specific religion or faith, “but
we do believe that the an-

swer for the world is still
God.”
Vaughn said it will be an
old-fashioned camp meeting with choirs and musicians
from
Detroit,
teachers, and children’s
workers. There will be seating under the tent, food
trucks, prayer warriors, information to connect with
needed resources, and
Feeding Tampa Bay will
pass out food on Sunday.
“So, we just want to
meet the needs — spiritual
poverty, food poverty —
and just try to help out the
people that are in that community, the most marginalized community in St.
Petersburg,” said the
bishop.
The camp meetings
were born out of necessity.
When the pandemic shut
down everything in 2020,
Vaughn started a Monday
through Friday virtual
church on Facebook. Start-

The revolutionary life of Florence Tate
BOOK , from front page

who owns and operates the
Center for Wellness and
Clinical Development.
Born in 1931, Tate
spent her earliest years in
the Jim Crow South before
becoming the first Black female reporter for the Dayton Daily News in Ohio,
where she was active in the
Dayton chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) and founded several local civil rights organizations.
She became a player in
Black activism, organized
marches, and served
as communications director for political organizations such as the ALDCC
(African Liberation Day Coordinating Committee) and
National Urban Coalition.
Tate relocated to Sarasota to write her memoir
and Jones recalled that they
grew close before her
death in 2014 “like girlfriends.”
“She was extremely
youthful, even though she
was 79 when I met her and
84 when she passed,” Jones
said. “She was like a girl;
she laughed, and she giggled,” adding that they
would go shopping and to
the movies together.
During their initial
friendship, Jones knew
Tate was an activist, but it
came as a surprise to even
her that the FBI had a file
on Tate. Intrigued by this,
Jones asked her if she’d
written a memoir, and
though it was something
Tate had wanted to do, it
only really took flight when
Jones got involved.
She examined Tate’s
thick FBI file and dismissed
it as “pages and pages of
crap,” as there was mention
of radical Black groups in it

but no concrete tie between
them and Tate herself.
“They couldn’t find any
relationship to these things,
but they stuffed it in her file
anyway,” Jones said.
The FBI, then led by J.
Edgar Hoover, went to extreme measures to deter
Tate from her career in activism. They attempted to
disrupt her marriage by
trying to convince her husband that Tate had been
carrying on an affair with
Stokely Carmichael, the
controversial and outspoken civil rights leader.
Tate, a wife, and mother
of three, also suffered from
severe, lifelong depression
and resorted to electroconvulsive shock therapy —
which sends shock currents through the brain —
to cope with it. Jones admitted that she had never
known anyone who had
taken that extreme path for
a remedy.
“She did it once every
seven years for many
years,” Jones said and
noted that Tate had believed the shock therapy
may have even caused her
to forget people and events
in her life.
Peters added that
though this treatment is not
as widely used as before, it
is still used for individuals
who may have found that
their depression is not responding to medication or
other treatments.
Jones witnessed Tate’s
depression firsthand, as
she recalled watching her
lying on her couch, sobbing. Though Tate tried to
reassure her friend that
she’d be all right, Jones remembered it was difficult
to watch. Jones remarked
that her depression was a

part of her life until she
died.
The book’s initial chapters deal with Tate’s traumatizing childhood, which
included her mother abandoning her when she was
only three years old, only to
come back in and out of her
life in the ensuing years.
Her father left a few years
after her mother, and Tate
was left with her great aunt
and uncle on their farm.
Tate fostered resentment
for years afterward and didn’t truly find some kind of
peace until she reached
middle age with the help of
psychiatry.
The shared experiences of Tate and others
like her served to bring
them all together as they
bonded over their struggle
for civil rights, Jones
pointed out.
“She spoke about those
memories like they were
the best time of her life,”
Jones stated. “Those are
the people that are close to
her,” adding that Tate had
more than 1,000 friends on
Facebook, as she and her
fellow activists kept in contact over the decades.
Referencing a passage
in the book, Peters said that
Black power to Tate was a
way “for Black people to
come together, to improve
our communities and make
decisions.”
“She was like a radical
old lady, even when I met
her!” Jones recalled. “I
could see the passion. She
was a radical; she’d hang
out with all those radical
cats, you know, and they
were hardcore. I mean, for
them, it was life or death.”
Jones said she has now
adopted a phrase that Tate
used, “a luta continua,”
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Annie Dabbs protects The Rose Cemetery and Tarpon’s Black History - Part 2
CEMETERY, from front page

money from taxes… no
money to buy anything. It
was overgrown, neglected; it
needed cleaning up. But it
was ours, owned by the
community.
“There was no official
place for Black burials before
the 1900s. No place to rest.
Close to 400 bodies have
been buried without markers…earliest legible marker
says 1904, but we believe it
dates to the late 1800s.
“When I was 14 years
old, I was secretary of the
Rose Cemetery Association
Board, and I took the notes.
Now I’m president of the
board. I visit, bring flowers,
water. My parents, aunts and
uncles, siblings, my husband are all buried there.
About 1,000 graves. I assure
the wise ones that we love
them and that their memories are eternal. People tell
me, ‘You be careful out there
all by yourself!’ I tell them,
‘Don’t you worry about
me… I don’t fear anybody
out there; it’s the alive ones!’”
Dabbs remembers the
story of how her father escaped Coats, N. C., with one
of his brothers, running
from the Ku Klux Klan. He
and his brother separated,
thinking they’d have a better
chance of escaping. Her father never saw his brother
again. Instead, he ended up
in Tarpon Springs, changing
his name twice to escape
possible detection before
landing on Goldstein McNeal and meeting her
mother, Leila.
Born at home, one of
nine children, she recalled,
“My parents weren’t allowed in the hospital
known as Helen Ellis back
then. Finally, they let us go
to Morton Plant, but it had
to be in the basement. All
the pipes were down there,

and we had to be careful as
they might burst.”
As a child, Dabbs attended Union Academy,
one of the oldest schools for
Black children in Pinellas.
Images of a young Annie
Doris McNeal as a student
at the Union Academy can
be found in Sandra Rooks
and Carol Mountain’s
Black America Series’ book
“Tarpon Springs, Florida.”
She was among the
many students bussed from
north county to Pinellas
High School in Clearwater.
“This was before integration; the bus started in
Oldsmar, come to Tarpon
Springs, and then took us to
Pinellas High School, at
that time it was on what was
called the Heights.” Dabbs
graduated from Pinellas
High in 1955.
After meeting her husband, Dabbs married, and
in 1960 they moved to New
Hampshire when his job relocated him. They returned
to Tarpon in 1980, and over
the next several years, as

they raised their own children (two sons and two
daughters), Dabbs started
working for Headstart and
then the Latch Key program at a local community
center.
After a few years, she
worked as a cafeteria monitor for Pinellas County
Schools. After attending St.
Petersburg Jr. College for
education courses, she
moved up to a paraprofessional position and finally
became county-wide reading and computer instructor for the Read180
program.
She gained experience
working at Pinellas Juvenile
Detention Center and a
drop-out prevention program. “Some of those children, I really didn’t think,
need to be in drop-out prevention. They needed just a
little bit more tender care at
home because home was
where it began,” she recalled.
After nearly 30 years
working with the school

board, she retired in 2010,
but her love of children and
reading inspired her to
start a book club at a
nearby park. She and a few
other volunteers have since
been collecting gently used
books, and while the program has been disbanded
during COVID, she hopes
to resume the reading circles soon.
Post-retirement, when
her husband passed,
Dabbs also became a volunteer with the Sixth Judicial
Circuit Guardian ad Litem
program, advocating for
abused and neglected children. Even after working in
the school system for so
many years, she said working for the court system
has been eye-opening.
“Sometimes it’s difficult. You are human. And
sometimes I have to say,
‘Oh, I’ve got to be professional.’ But then I’m a
human being…and you see
the abuse.” She paused; her
expressive features revealed quiet sorrow. “Some

of these little children go
through hell on earth.”
Dabbs has been a board
member for numerous organizations, including the
Shepherd Center, Habitat
for Humanity, and Sun
Coast
Hospice/Advent
Health. Her community
service, heart for those in
need, and advocacy have
proved invaluable to political leadership and have resulted in her receiving a
number of awards, including a 2018 Certificate of Appreciation from the Tarpon
Springs Citizens Academy.
Her work has been
lauded by Congressmen,
including U.S. Rep. Gus
Bilirakis (FL-12), who mentioned Dabbs on the U.S.
House of Representatives
floor in 2017 for her work
with Rose Cemetery. Public
acknowledgments of her
achievements included specially reserved seats at
President Barack Obama’s
2008 inauguration.
Currently, she hopes to
help start a Black history

museum for Tarpon – that
she hopes will have an art
room for children.
“Children need art,”
she insisted. “It opens up
their minds to things we
can’t even imagine.”
As for the Rose Cemetery, Dabbs hopes it will
continue on. Her words,
captured in “This Blessed
Plot, This Earth,” reveal
her feelings about her stewardship over the cemetery.
“A cemetery is a place
to be remembered. I love
keeping their dream alive.
It’s always meant that much
to me. Will it mean that
much for my children… or
for yours? When I’m buried
there, who will take over?
Who will tell our history?
No one knows I guess.”
And as for her efforts
on behalf of her community
for so many decades, she
has simple words to share:
“I’ve been a public servant
and always tried to stay on
the right side of history; the
work I’ve done speaks for
me.”
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ST. PETE YOUTH FARM
The browns and greens of composting Why education matters to me
BY HAROLD BRYANT III,
17, YOUTH FARM
PARTICIPANT

BY KA’SHIA SMITH,
16, YOUTH FARM
PARTICIPANT

Browns!
Greens!
Browns! Greens! What is
composting?
Composting is money
in a farmer’s pocket, and it’s
made by putting mulch and
rotten food together, except
we don’t use citrus fruit like
limes or lemons. Putting
more of a ratio of mulch
than food makes it richer as
well as provides a habitat
for good living things like
worms and spiders.
Eventually,
days,
weeks, and months turn
these things into a natural
fertilizer called the “black
gold” of agriculture that

Education gives us
knowledge of the world
that can create change.
It also helps many
people garner different
viewpoints on things.
Many people may not always have the same answer, a difference in
opinions. Education can
also help you find a good
job because you can get a
degree and ultimately
find a job that you’re really interested in and
want.
Education helps us

plants know, love, and
crave. This black gold
turns young plants into
tall, healthy plants, similar
to what we see with childhood to adulthood.
Overall, composting

comes with repetition and
being persistent, as we
should do in life. As an old
saying goes, “practice
makes perfect.” The same
work ethic exists in composting.

grow from our mistakes.
When
you’re
in
school, some of your
work will be hard, but
when the teacher goes
over the work and you

practice, you gain a better understanding of the
problems you initially
needed help on.
Education can bring
happiness.

How to help your local community Why we should address bullying
in sports
garden
BY SAANAI BRYANT,
14, YOUTH FARM
PARTICIPANT

BY MASIRVION FLOYD,
15, YOUTH FARM
PARTICIPANT

You’ll find a variety of
fruit and vegetables in
your local community garden that you probably
won’t see in your grocery
store. So, how can I benefit from helping a local
garden, you may ask.
Here are some tips:
• Reach out and follow
up with local gardens in
your community; many
are online.
• Get other people involved by learning and
volunteering at your community garden so that the
garden can create a big
family.
These things can help
you down the road by experiencing opportunities
not only for yourself but
with the community. You
can also start a garden at
home, ensuring adults
and children receive educational and bonding op-

Bullies target skilled
players. These bullies are
jealous teammates who
may rally other team
members against the
most talented player at
that time. Not only are
skilled sports players bullied, but kids or adults
who aren’t as strong as
others get picked on.
Such bullying may
stem from competition
for a coveted spot on the
team. Bullies believe that
if you bully a rival out of
the team, they will eliminate competition from
the position. Bullying can
result in anxiety and depression. Kids who look
forward to practicing and
competition, but avoid
bullying, may start avoiding sports as well.
Sports can get very

portunities.
Helping a local garden
can also benefit your
physical and mental

health, leading you down
a healthier path that relieves stress while giving
back to the community.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

aggressive; people can
get hurt in several different ways, including concussions, broken limbs, a
fractured spine, and
more. Personally, I think
that football is the most
physically demanding
sport because people get
hurt left and right.
Most injuries in
sports come from people
targeting one person the
whole game or trash-talking.

The benefits from
sports can be amazing;
however, the further you
go into sports, the more
dangerous they can be. I
say this because the athletes you play against
may be as good or even
better than you and will
do anything to be in the
number one spot, even
bullying.
Sports aren’t just fun;
they can be life and mentally threatening as well.
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I am the dream!
ST. PETERSBURG -Maximo
Elementary
School rounded out February with a spectacular
Black History Month cel-

ebration. Students practiced after school to perfect their routines, and
what they presented had
parents cheering.

The hour-long program held in Lakewood
High School’s auditorium
on Feb. 28 saw dancing,
singing, drumming, po-

etry, Black history figures, and a phenomenal
skit of an enslaved man,
portrayed by music director Dr. Bernard Parrott,

escaping to freedom by
communicating to those
sending messages by way
of African drums.
Principal Moses, Dr.

Parrott, teachers, literacy
coaches, and of course,
the Maximo scholars captured the spirit of Black
History Month.
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Anaiah Berry: The next Flo-Jo
ANAIAH , from front page

youngest kids out there,
her focus was all in,
which was totally amazing to us,” he said.
Today, Anaiah’s commitment and dedication
to the sport she loves has
made her a record-holder
and given her the chance
to compete against high
school students.
Her parents started
her in the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU), where
she broke her first record
at 7 years old for the
1500m.
“I then came back
next year and broke my
own record with a sixminute 1500m,” Anaiah
said. “I remember it most
because it was my first
time running the 1500m.”
Currently, she holds
several
AAU
meet
records, including the
400m and 800m. She participates in the 400, 800,
1500, 1600, 4X400, and
4X800.
Anaiah said the 800m
is her favorite race.
“I like it because it is a
very competitive race
which uses both speed
and strategy,” she said.
Now, Anaiah has
started
competing
against high school students. So far, she has
competed in two meets,
and her parents say they
are so proud of what
she’s achieved.

“Since she attends a
private school and they
have a varsity level team,
her coach thought her
times were fast enough to
compete at the varsity
level,” her dad said. “She
has accomplished so
much already, and she is
just getting started.”
In her latest varsity
meet, she ran in three
events, placing third in
the 400 out of 57 racers,
ninth out of 42 in the 800,
and in the 4X400, her
team placed second.
Anaiah said while she
has competed against
older runners in AAU
meets, and while this is
her first time competing
on the varsity level, she
just takes every race at it
comes and concentrates
on what she needs to do
no matter the age of her
competitors.
“I don’t really think
about their ages,” she
said. “I just compete.”
Her parents say they

try to always encourage
Anaiah to keep her focus
on her own performance
and remember that aside
from that, there is only
one other thing to concentrate on — her time.
“As parents, we always want what is best
for our kids, so our focus
is always to compete
against yourself and the
clock,” said the parents of
four. “It doesn’t matter
who is on the track.”
Working hard on her
sport and concentrating
on herself has been a winning formula for Anaiah.
She plans to continue her
commitment to track and
her future in the sport.
Looking forward to
what the future holds,
Anaiah said, “I plan to run
in high school, college,
and prayerfully one day
the Olympics,” she said.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychall
enger.com
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Virtual book drive will supply
books for children in need
TAMPA BAY – Despite the pandemic,
Goodwill’s BookWorks
program continues to
bring books and the love
of reading to children.
Some preschools are
now allowing volunteers
into classrooms to read
and present each child
with a book to take
home. Most volunteers
are engaging the children with interactive online readings.
After stories are read
to the class, the teacher
presents each child with
a book that was previously delivered to the
school. BookWorks put
books into the hands
and homes of more than
25,000 children last year.
For some children, this
is the first book they
have ever owned.
A virtual book drive
starts April 1 and runs
through April 30 to supply the program for the
coming year. People in
Pinellas, Hillsborough,
Pasco, Polk, Hernando,
Marion, and Sumter
counties are asked to
purchase books for the
program through an online wish list or to make
a donation to the BookWorks fund that will be
used to buy books from
a wholesaler. Goodwill
can purchase new storybooks for as little as $1

each.
To donate books
through the online wish
list or make a monetary
gift to purchase books,
just visit www.godwillsuncoast.org and look
for the Cat in the Hat
link on the home page.
WMNF 88.5 FM
Community Radio, Q92
FM, and US 102.3 FM in
Ocala are sponsors of
the book drive.
To volunteer for

C o n n e c t

BookWorks, call 888279-1988 and ask for
BookWorks,
or
email bookworks@goodwill-suncoast.com.
Goodwill’s
BookWorks program is designed to instill a love of
books and reading in
children to establish the
foundation for later success. Visit goodwill-suncoast.org/bookworks/ f
or more information
about BookWorks.

W i t h

U s !

We arre in this
h

togeether
and we will
get th
hrough it
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gether.

Suncoast Hospice h
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unty with
compassiona
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te, exper
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pic
p e care for more than 43
4 years.
During this uncertain
During
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hospice care, and those we serve are still our main priority.
SHPC-21-0482
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

Please join us on our Zoom Ministry Line:
Meeting ID: 226-033-6850 Dial-in #: 1-929-436-2866
Sunday Prayer Service: 9:00 a. m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

First Mount Pilgrim Evangelical
Missionary Baptist Church

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

But for me and my house, we will serve the Lord

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

2700 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33715
727-320-2709
lpdavismemorial@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Services

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship Service 11:00 am
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7 pm
Bible Study Wednesday 7:30 pm

Reverend
Darrel W. Davis, Sr.
Pastor - Teacher

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Joshua 24:15

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

INSPIRATIONS

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

A Heart That Believes

Prayer Tool of Witnessing and
Sharing Your Testimony &

TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

A heart that believes,
knows that in JESUS
is victory; HE died on
the cross so that we
may be free.

A heart that believes
is a heart that forgives; this heart trusts
that JESUS truly does
live.

A heart that believes,
keeps no count of
wrongdoing; this
heart for JESUS
knows that counting
blessings is worth
doing.

A heart that believes
in the fervent prayers
of the righteous; is a
heart full of hope in
GOD’s Holy Word and
HIS promises.

A heart that believes,
shows the world how
to love; GOD’s promises demonstrate
JESUS’ miracles from
above.

A heart that believes
has unshakable faith;
GOD honors the heart
that believes with unmerited favor, and HIS
amazing grace.
A heart that believes
gives GOD all the
praise; thank You

LORD JESUS for a
heart that believes
and forever yearns for
Your loving embrace.”
AMEN
“That if thou shalt confess with thou
mouth the LORD
JESUS, and shalt believe in thine heart
that GOD hath raised
Him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart
man believeth unto
righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”
Romans 1:9-10 KJV\

Witnessing is often seen
as the primary venue for
evangelism and proselytizing
others to become a part of
your faith tradition. In the
past, people passed out
tracks in heavily populated
areas, hung door knockers
on people’s doorknobs, or
used blow horns to share the
gospel of Jesus Christ in the
streets. Today, it is more
common for people to witness by inviting a friend to attend a service or class with
them, and by posting a positive message or scripture on
social media platforms.
The greatest form of witnessing is “being” a witness.
You are a witness when you
let your light shine, and people see it. When people see
the change in you, they are
inclined to ask how that
change came about. Their
ask is an indicator they are

ready to hear your testimony. They are opening the
door to their hearts and
minds for a new experience.
Your testimony is your
personal salvation story or
awakening experience. Your
testimony is citing examples
of how the Kingdom principles and practices are manifesting as promises in your
life. Sharing Your Testimony
With Others not only blesses
others; it also blesses you.
Sharing your testimony
blesses you because it shows
how far you have come and
inspires you to praise God
for your holistic development. When you share your
growth experience with others, you permit them to hold
you accountable to maintain
your current success and to
enhance it for even greater
progress.
Sharing your testimony

blesses others. No one can
refute your testimony. When
you share your story with
others, you inspire them
about the endless possibilities they can bring hearts
and minds to their divine unlimited potential.
A tape measure or measuring tape is a flexible ruler
used to measure distance. It
consists of a ribbon of cloth,
plastic, fiberglass, or a metal
strip with linear-measurement markings. Sharing
your testimony is a prayer
tool that measures your expansion in Christ consciousness. Not only is it a gauge
for you, but it also allows
your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers, classmates,
and church members to see
the amount of growth that
has taken place in your life.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

St. Mark M.B. Church

Facing What’s Forward
Scripture Reference: Genesis 9: 8 -17

Facing What’s Forward
Scripture Reference: Genesis 9: 2- 5
To continue a fascinating and rewarding conversation regarding “Facing
What’s Forward” and using
Noah’s narrative to expose
truths about change and
God’s desires for us propels
us further into Genesis,
Chapter 9. As we walk
closer to change and with
increased wisdom, the next
set of verses offers more insight into the requirements
of change that sticks. Although a repeated cycle,
change can leave us feeling
weary and worried or like
we are back where we
started from. Which is to
say, change can be a
process that can be an arduous journey. It is worth noting that not all will accept
change in the same matter
of openness. For instance,
we may encounter one person that pronounces the
change is too much, or not
enough, or it’s overwhelming. Other rhetoric may produce a conversation that
asks the question, “Why
can’t things stay the same?”
This can leave us burdensome and wondering, do I
continue to move forward?
It appears that facing what
is forward and dealing with
change can be a good and
grievous process. However,
be mindful it is hard to go
back to your “old” ways
when you have experienced
the goodness of God! Moving the conversation along
and introducing the following question: What action
does change need to move
it along? God orders change
for Noah, in Genesis 9: 2- 5,
using this example, we are
led to become influencers to
change another, then to
change our communities
and beyond.
What Actions Does
Change Need to Move Us
Along? Change requires us
to:
1: Execute our Authority Correctly- “And the fear
of you and the dread of you
shall be upon every beast of
the earth, and upon every
fowl of the air, upon all that
moveth upon the earth, and
upon all the fishes of the
sea; into your hand are they
delivered (Genesis 9:2).”
Before leaving the ark,
every animal knew Noah
and had no fear of him;
Noah cared for the animals,
fed the animals, and all
were on one accord. After
leaving the ark, God creates
a new dynamic; Noah is

now placed in a different position and with new authority. Discussing further,
executing authority “correctly” simply means knowing how God would execute
authority and managing it in
the same way. What has
God put in your authority,
and how are you managing
it? Caution, we must be
good stewards of our own
lives and God’s blessings.
Good stewards will take
what God gives and manage
it the way He would. Here is
a good place to share five
(5) elements of good stewardship. Stewardship is
your…
Time: What are you
doing with your time? Are
you managing your time
wisely, the way God manages time?
Talent: Your abilities;
how are you using your
gifts from God?
Treasure
(Money):
What does God do with
money? God gives it away.
In other words, He shares
His resources and blesses
others. But, of course, we
must provide cash to purposeful things, such as a bill
or debt, but consider the
building of God’s kingdom
and those we come into contact with who are in need.
Before leaving this point, it
is worth noting that care
and caution should be implemented in the decisionmaking process over whom
you choose to bless in your
desire to please God as a
good steward.
Tissue (Body): Is your
body functioning at total capacity? God declares your
body as a living temple.
Testimony: What will
you be remembered for,
and does your reputation
align with God’s principles?
2: Expand Our Appetite
Cautiously- “Every moving
thing that liveth shall be
meat for you; even as the
green herb have I given you
all things (Genesis 9:3).”
While in the ark, Noah and
his family ate the food
stored up for them, berries
and vegetables, but not
meat. After leaving the ark,
God made everything permittable; hence there is a
move from restriction to expansion. Consider this
point, even in liberty (freedom), choose to be cautious; just because more is
available does not mean one
should over-consume or
overindulge in a “thing.” To

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
reiterate, although lawful, it
is not expedient, and our
thought process regarding
consumption should rely on
our approach of being cautious, careful, and conscious
consumers.
3. Exercise Absistence
Continually- “But flesh with
the life thereof, which is the
blood thereof, shall ye not
eat. And surely your blood
of your lives will I require;
at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the
hand of man; at the hand of
every man’s brother will I
require the life of man
(Genesis 9: 4-5).” There are
some things that God will
deny us because He knows
what is best for our lives.
Remember the story of
Adam and Eve, and God
commanded them not to eat
from a certain tree in the
garden. Similarly, God
wants us to abstain from
some things starting with
the blood of any animal as
revealed in the scripture.
God is careful and does not
want us to be exposed to
something that we were
never meant to crave, be it
attention, validation, status,
etc. Hence, abstinence becomes the better option to
help us avoid corruption
and God’s chastisement.
Friends, we have to love
God more than anything
else. We cannot afford to
make the “thing” or person
our God because we then
run the risk of chasing and
following “it” more than we
do for He who laid down
His life for us.
Concluding, as you
“Face What’s Forward” and
welcome change, reflect on
the three actions needed to
move change along, 1. executing authority correctly,
2. expanding our appetite
cautiously, 3. exercising abstinence continually in
areas that cause us to crave
something that takes us
away from God. Beloved,
some things in God are not
easy or quick, yet He is still
able to move us to be ready
to receive what is ours in
our rightful season. Agree
to allow God to move you towards your future so that
your walk with Him may be
closer.

Facing What’s Forward:
What Will Help Us
Overcome
Frustration,
Fear, and Failure and
Move Change Along?
Still learning from
Noah’s narrative found in
the book of Genesis, Chapter 9, understanding that
God wants us to face what
is forward with faith no
matter what we see, but
rather believing He alone
can do all but fail. Although what is ahead may
not always be easy, when
God says to face it, we are
confident He has power for
our weaknesses; God can
still heal, strengthen, and
has not brought us thus far
to leave us! The following
are three significant points
for consideration:
Point 1: (Genesis 9: 810) There Are Statements
by God, LISTEN for them.
God spoke to Noah
and his sons to establish a
covenant; God spoke!
When we experience frustration, fearful or scary
moments, or allow worry
to enter our hearts, we become derelict in moving
forward. Instead of fixating on whether things will
work out for our good, we
should exercise discipline
and seek answers from
God’s word. Further, you
and I must determine what
has been spoken by God
and be comforted by His
statements. God speaks by
His word, which will move
us and push us through
the change God has for us.
We must accept that
change takes work- to become rooted requires
work and will be to our
benefit as we commune

with God by reading His
holy words. Adding on, the
Bible represents instructions in righteousness;
God’s word redirects and
corrects us from continuing outside of His will,
things that we are frustrated by, fearful of, or
what is fractured.
Point 2: (Genesis 9:
12&13, 16) Signs and
Symbols
From
God,
LOOK for them.
God’s
word
should be enough for us;
however, our human flesh
often requires a visual aide
in this area. We sometimes
need God to show us
“something.” We see this
scenario demonstrated in
scripture
when
God
speaks of the bow that He
will place in the sky with
the cloud, affirming His
promise never to flood the
earth again. Notably, believers in need of a “symbol” or “sign” must ensure
the illustration aligns with
God’s word. Which is to
say, every sign affirms
something God has already said. He doesn’t take
the “cloud” away but instead shows the negative
moment as now something
that establishes good for
His people.
To be clear, God will
never make His “sign”
larger than His “statement.” Friends, check
your alignment of God’s
will for your life with His
word in the Bible, and
make sure it is a sign from
God because the advisory
can show you and I signs
too!
Point 3: (Genesis 9: )
There is a System with
God, LABOR with it.

Looking at the text, we
know that God created a
covenant with Noah and
Noah’s three sons, but the
covenant was to carry on
for generations to come;
however, there were no
others to bond with at that
time. Thus, God has a system in place that allows
each believer to become
better and then help another by sharing His word
and their testimonials of
God’s
goodness
and
mercy. God’s will for us is
to help others get through
their frustrations, fears,
and failures. Consider
struggles faced in the life
of Dr. King, whose humanity has been depicted in
many books and films.
Struggling to decide on his
next assignment, he calls
his close friends for support. John Lewis, Ralph
Abernathy, and Mahalia
Jackson play a pivotal role
in supporting Dr. King
through testimony, wisdom, and song. Ultimately,
Dr. King decides to go to
Selma, Alabama, as his
next assignment (Selma,
2014) and face what was to
come. Lovingly, as Christians, we are to do the
same for others; once we
are “better,” we should
support and assist others
so they may benefit and
learn of God’s mighty
covenant with His people.
The system is simple; one
helps the other, God
blesses us to bless others,
but, pointedly speaking,
we are to do the work.
God’s system requires that
we continue to sow into the
next generation and the
next to keep His word alive
for generations to come.
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South side’s Salt Creek, environment, gentrification, race on display at USF March 28-31
WATER, from page 4

the past seven and a half
years walking along the
creek, from Bayboro Harbor to Bartlett Park and
along Harbordale and
Lake Maggiore on MLK
Street.
She noted that “We all
have noticed how rapidly
things are morphing, and
how quickly the demographics are also shifting—-but without a lot of
conscious attention to the
foundations of our small,
eclectic community. What
is the thinking behind
these rapid changes?”
She surmised that
most of her neighbors
who live near the park are
not even aware that the
creek runs through it—or
that it creates a lake in the
center of the public green
space.
“Salt Creek is a waterway filled with interest to
me, mostly because it
flows through diverse
parts of town where different people have a
chance to come together
as one community. The
creek protects our properties in flood management, provides places for
people to rest and connect
with ‘the wild’ — and
serves as habitat for many
fish and birds, as well as
the occasional alligator,”
Dalla Valle added.
She also noted that the
ecology of the Salt Creek
area is about to face radical change since the St
Petersburg City Council
voted last year to redefine
the area’s land use from a
Special High Hazard
Flood zone to a high-density development zone.
There is a $2 billion development proposal that is
also being considered.

Historical background
will be provided by
Thomas Hallock, including news clips dating back
to 1908, which reveal the
city’s haphazard approach
to the area south of downtown
through
the
decades, along with its
discriminatory practices
and attitudes towards
African Americans and
those of lower economic
status who, over the
years, lived on the waterways in various sea-vessels.
One of Hallock’s contributions noted that as
early as 1923, a city planner’s drawings for the
area were rejected by
area residents because it
interfered with private
property and lacked “emphasis on racial boundaries.” His investigation
also revealed the racist
tactics used to jail African
American men and use
them for city projects.
“Sea walls throughout
the city are built by
African American men, arrested for spurious vagrancy laws, then put to
public projects. Newspa-

pers openly reported on
the use of peonage labor,”
Hallock writes, sharing a
quote from a 1924 piece in
the St. Petersburg Times
by a police department official who declared he
would keep up the “war
against negroes who do
not go to work.”
“If a negro can’t find
work, let him come to the
police station, and we will
find something for him. In
the meantime, every negro
who cannot show that he is
usefully employed will be
brought to jail.” — John
Trotter, Chief of Detectives,
St. Petersburg Police Department
Curator and photographer Saudade Toxosi
noted, “Caring for the environment without caring
for the people that live in
that environment is disjointed; it is incorrect.”
She relayed the obvious
differences in how the
city takes care of its
wealthier areas versus the
low-income areas and
noted the apparent racial
factor attached to the difference.
“When you get into

the Black community, to
me, it tells that you’re not
caring for the ecology
there. You’re not for the
environment there. You’re
not caring for the people
as well — and the people
and the environment go
hand in hand.”
Geveryl Robinson, an
instructor at USF, recipient of the USF Women in

Leadership & Philanthropy 2021 Dr. Kathleen
Moore Faculty Excellence Award, and spoken
word artist, shared on the
“ambiguous” nature of
how different community
members view the issues
surrounding the creek.
She said she was inspired
by the art that came out of
the time spent with children from the summer
camp program at Bartlett
Park’s Frank Pierce
Recreation Center.
“I drew inspiration
from the different interpretations they had —
even though they all
viewed the same creek. It
goes back to our eyes
being ambiguous. However, children have a way
of putting things into perspective that we adults
have yet to master.”
Robinson also shared
thoughts on the significance of water in different
communities. “For many,
the lake or water, in gen-

eral, is sustenance. It’s
something our bodies
need to function properly.
It’s so connected to the
Black experience, especially the Black church.”
She shared that as a
“preacher’s kid,” “Water
was where we were baptized and cleansed. Because of the historical
divide, what was once
cleansing for one group
has been corrupted by
the other due to pollution,
gentrification, or other issues. Unfortunately, this
race and historical divide
are not specific to St. Petersburg.”
“Take Me To The
Water(s),” an exhibit at
Harbor Hall Gallery at
USF, 1000 Third St. S,
March 28-31, from 3-7
p.m. For more on the
work of Friends of Salt
Creek, visit friendsofsaltcreek.org. You can learn
more about the event on
Facebook.

